
Progress Update 

Memo 
To: Dr. Jenny Dean 

From: Hannah Onder 

Date: 11 November 2020 

Re: Progress Update on The Gradual 

The purpose of this memo is to update you on the current status of The Gradual. As you know, I 
have been working on gathering the content, figuring out the theme, and deciding the content 
placement. 

I've already emailed Nephtaly Rivera for a letter from President Frederick Slabach and reached 
out to the Student Records department for the list of fall 2020 graduates. I was thinking about 
reaching out to Lexi Barlow to get a letter from the Student Government Association president. I 
think a letter from SGA might be a good addition, especially since they have been active with 
giving student feedback to the administration on the graduation situation. 

As for actual stories, we have 10 pieces from your Practicum class. I am confident I can make all 
of those work with some editing. However, since we are not doing ads, I have one unfilled page 
left if all the stories get their own full page. Therefore, the most prominent issue is figuring out 
what content is going on The Gradual's back page. 

One solution to this issue is to have the Rambler staff write more profiles to fill the space. I went 
back through my list of recommended fall 2020 graduates and picked out four more students. 

1) Haley Arnspiger Dierke – religion major, Spiritual Life, married in 2019, ministry 
assistant, recommended by Dr. Chad Pevateaux 

2) Alejandro Ortiz – business administration and management major, Phi Theta Kappa, 
TMU Sigma, OSHA Outreach, Mortar Board, reached out to me 

3) Christopher Campbell – history major and criminal justice minor, Phi Alpha Theta, Alpha 
Phi Sigma, Mortar Board, reached out to me 

4) Darenda Kirby – doctoral education student, Assistant Director of the Regional Day 
School for the Deaf, recommended by Dr. Celia Wilson 
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I picked out these four because they are from majors we don't have represented in the other 10 
stories, and I have methods outside of email to get in contact with Haley, Alejandro, and 
Christopher. I'm open to any suggestions you have for filling the back page as well. 

Below you will find our timeline for completing the next four steps before page layout: 

1) First, we need to decide on what is going on the back page. If we decide to do another profile, 
it needs to be assigned immediately, so it is completed on time. 

2) I will be going through the other ten stories for the first-round edits. I'll put the completed edits 
into One Drive, so you and LaTerra can make any final changes to the stories. I will also put the 
letters and list in One Drive when I receive them. 

3) Some of the stories only had a single photo, so I will be emailing the profiled students to see if 
they can send any additional photos for the designers to use. 

4) I will finish researching design trends and finalize a theme, color palette, and graphic elements 
for the idea, new beginnings.  


